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Aim: 
To raise awareness of the contribution that EU 
immigrants present for the UK
Objective: 
To confirm that immigration benefits not just 
the migrants themselves but also the host 
country



A sharp increase in the frequency of discussion of migrants 
from the EU/Europe, frequently associated with a negative 
perception that the immigrants are a drain on the country’s 
resources.

I am an immigrant







Split 1960-1968



University of Zagreb Medical School 1970-1975



Postgraduate training in Cytopathology
Zagreb 1976-1980



George Papanicolaou 1883–1962

PAP test

Normal cervical cells

Precancerous cervical cells



Normal  cells Cancer cells



• Organised MSc training since 1967: lectures and workshops
• Training rotation in teaching hospitals including FNA clinics
• Specialist Exam
• Consultant positions independent of histopathology

Prof E Hauptmann Prof I Crepinko Doc Z Znidarcic Prof J Ivic





October 1981, London



Zagreb 
1980



1981-1986



‘Cells that unite us’
We are all built from the same ‘stuff’

Croatian cells British cells



In 1981, a rare lung infection called Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia 
(PCP) were found in five young, previously healthy gay men in Los 
Angeles
By the end of the year, there were 270 reported cases of severe 
immune deficiency among gay men - 121 of them had died.



Cervical screening







FNA clinic est in 1987













Is £35 too high a price for instant peace of mind? 
Kocjan G, BMJ 2002;324:507

• 84% of women attending one 
stop breast clinic cleared of 
suspicion of cancer in a single 
clinical session.

• Women with benign disease truly 
benefit from the instant 
reassurance. 



Cytopathology training at UCLH- Christmas quiz



Summary of a Case study

• An immigrant who worked 35 years in the NHS 
and has contributed to the development and 
promotion of a niche discipline  in this country 
which benefited from the education and training I 
brought with me from Croatia

• The impact that I was able to make in my 
discipline has probably been greater than it might 
have been should I have stayed in Croatia by 
reason, amongst other, of the greater exposure 
that British academics have worldwide



Does EU immigration benefit the UK 
economy ?



Migration to the UK
June 2017

• Net migration 230,000
– 173,000 net migration 

from outside the EU
– 107,000 net migration 

of EU citizens ( fallen 
by 75000 in the last 
year)

• Around 3.7 million 
people (6%) living in the UK 
are citizens of another EU 
country*

*figures covering the 12 months up to June 2017—the year 

following the EU referendum.





Around 10000 Croats live 
in the UK





Croatia enters UK labour market from the 
1st of July

• When Croatia joined the EU in 2013, the UK and other 
member states were able to restrict the access that Croatian 
citizens had to their labour markets for a maximum of 7 years. 

• Since joining the EU in 2013 only around a few thousand 
Croats have moved to the UK



• EEA immigrants have made a positive fiscal 
contribution, even during periods when the UK 
was running budget deficits.

• This positive contribution is particularly 
noticeable for more recent immigrants that 
arrived since 2000 in particular from EEA 
countries.

Fiscal contribution of EEA immigrants



• EEA migrants have made a positive contribution and non-EEA migrants 
have made a negative contribution.

• Non EEA negative contribution was nearly thirty times greater than the 
EEA positive contribution

• The overall fiscal cost during the period resulting from immigration to 
the UK was over £115bn. 



Lower reliance on benefits

• Many of those opposed to immigration 
believe migrants enter the UK solely to make 
use of its benefits system

• EEA immigrants arriving in the UK after 2000 
were 43% less likely than UK-born workers to 
receive state benefits* 

• 7% less likely to live in social housing*

*Department for Work and Pensions statistics



Impact on local employment

‘.. Little evidence in the literature of a statistically 
significant impact from EU migration on native 
employment outcomes …’



EEA immigrants arriving since 2000 
endowed the country with £6.8bn 
worth of education which is the cost if 
they were educated in the UK 



In OECD countries 
entrepreneurship is higher among 
immigrants than natives

Enterpreneurship



• 10% of doctors and 7% of 
nurses are EU nationals

• 62,000 NHS staff in England 
are EU nationals - 5.6% of 
all staff.



Labour markets: 

• Migrants 
– fill important niches both 

in fast growing and 
declining sectors of the 
economy

– young migrants are better 
educated than those 
nearing retirement

– contribute significantly to 
labour market flexibility

Economic impact of migration: Benefit or Burden?



Economic growth

• Migration boosts the working 
age population

• Migrants 
– arrive with skills and 

contribute to human capital 
development of receiving 
countries

– contribute to technological 
progress 



The public purse
• Migrants

– contribute more in taxes and 
social contributions than they 
receive in benefits

– Labour migrants have the most 
positive impact on the public 
purse

– Employment is the single biggest 
determinant of migrants’ net 
fiscal contribution



• Cost:
Positive net fiscal contribution of recent migrants, contributed £20bn since 2000

• Profile of migrants: 
The average age of migrants half that of the British labour force

• Education:
European migrants better educated than the UK-born labour force

• Work: 
European migrants come to Britain to work, employment rate 70-81%

• Local employment
No statistical evidence that they take away local employment

• Benefits:

43% less likely to get state benefits or tax credits
7% less likely to live in social housing

Summary
EU immigration to the UK

Take home points



Conclusion 1
We are all built from the same ‘stuff’

Croatian cells British cells



Conclusion 2 
Contrary to the view commonly held in the 
public debate, EU  immigration has not been a 
drain on Britain’s finances but has actually 
made a substantial fiscal contribution with 
immigrants contributing more to the tax and 
welfare systems than taking out.

Consequently, UK can expect to benefit from 
opening its doors to Croatian students and 
workers
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